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On the evening of June 4, former senator Marcos Freire was sworn in as Brazil's new Agrarian
Reform Minister by President Jose Sarney. In a short speech during the ceremony, President Sarney
said the agrarian reform program is not proceeding as planned, in part because of long delays in
decisions on expropriations by the judicial bureaucracy. Land reform, he added, remains a priority
of his administration in its attempt to alleviate the precarious living conditions of the country's
rural population. Later, Freire told reporters that the president's reform program as articulated in
1986 would be difficult to implement. However, he said, the complexities involved in reforming the
structures of land use and ownership do not justify simply "doing nothing." Freire, an experienced
banker and politician, said that before the Ministry attempts to implement new land reform
measures, he plans to consult with rural trade unions, the Catholic Church and other popular
organizations throughout the country. The Agrarian Reform Ministry was created in 1985, the year
marking the transition from military to civilian rule. Since then the Ministry has been the scene
of on-going conflict, in terms of disagreements with the Sarney administration, and organizations
representing large landowners and a variety of pro-reform groups, from the Catholic Church to
rural workers unions. Freire replaces Dante Oliveira, who recently resigned in protest over Sarney's
decision to reduce his presidential term from six to five years. Oliveira replaced Nelson Ribeiro, who
resigned in 1986, result of differences with the Sarney administration. (Basic data from PRENSA
LATINA, 06/05/87)

-- End --

©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute.
All rights reserved.

Page 1 of 1

